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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

(IRENE  B.  M.  GRE€N,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.) 

FOR  THE 

Rural  District  of  Forehoe  & Henstead 

Norfolk 

For  the  Year  ended  51st  December,  1952. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report 
for  1952. 

The  estimated  population  is  23,470,  an  increase  of 
140  since  1951,  half  of  this  is  accounted  for  by  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths. 

WEATHER  CONDITIONS. 

January  and  February  were  both  cold,  with  snow 
and  fog,  but  from  March  onwards,  most  of  the  weather 
was  unusually  mild.  The  spring  was  exceptionally  sunny 
and  fine  and  the  good  weather  lasted  nearly  all  through 
June.  Both  July  and  August  were  less  settled,  though 
there  were  some  fine  summer  spells. 

A sudden  drop  of  temperature  during  the  first  week, 
ushered  in  the  coldest  September  ever  recorded  locally. 
These  wintry  conditions  continued  without  remission 
until  the  end  of  the  year. 

1952  gave  us  a beautiful  spring  but  passed  straight 
from  summer  to  winter  without  any  autumn  at  all. 
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GENERAL 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  69,267 

Resident  population  mid-year  1952 

(as  estimated  by  Registrar  General)  ...  23,470 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1952)  7,814 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1952)  ...  £87,263 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £328 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Legitimate 

Total 

311 

Male 

153 

Forchoe  & 
Henstead 

Female  (1952) 

158 

England  Forehoe  & 
& Wales  Henstead 
(1952)  (1951) 

Illegitimate 

10 

5 

5 

Total 

321 

158 

163 

1325 

15  3 14  6 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Rate  per 

1,000  Population  — 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

6 

2 

4 

0.25 

0 35  0.51 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  — 

DEATHS  : 

259 

120 

139 

11.03 

11 3 12.04 

Maternal  Mortality : 

Infant  Mortality : 

Rate  per 

1,000  Live  Births  — 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

4 

2 

2 

12.46 

27.6  38.01 

There  were  321  live  births  during  1952  and  259 
deaths  from  all  causes,  giving  a birth-rate  of  13.25  and 
a death-rate  of  11.03. 

The  birth-rate  has  fallen  from  14.6  in  1951  and  the 
death-rate  from  last  year’s  figure  of  12.04.  Both  rates 
are  now  below  those  for  the  country  as  a whole,  which 
are  15.3  and  11.3  respectively. 

There  were  only  4 deaths  of  infants  under  the  age 
of  one  year,  one  of  these  being  below  the  age  of  1 
month.  This  gives  a record  low  figure  for  the  infant 
mortality  rate,  12.46,  less  than  half  that  for  the  country 
as  a whole,  and  only  a third  of  the  district  rate  for  1951. 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious 
disease  and  only  one  fatal  case  of  tuberculosis  of  the 
pulmonary  type. 

Cancer  accounted  for  33  deaths  compared  with  51 
in  1951  and  heart  disease  was  again  the  most  frequent 
cause  of  death,  the  most  marked  feature  being  the 
increased  incidence  of  fatal  cases  of  coronary  disease 
(33  compared  with  24  in  1951). 

There  were  8 deaths  from  violence,  1 motor  accident, 
3 suicides  and  4 other  types  of  accident. 

Comparability  factors  given  by  the  Registrar  General 
give  an  adjusted  local  birth-rate  of  14.31  and  an  adjust- 
ed death-rate  of  8.93. 


The  causes  of  death  given  in  the  following  Table 
are  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General: — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males  Females  Totals 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

■ — 

_ — 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

- — 

■ — 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

• — 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

— 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

— 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

5 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

4 

4 

neoplasms 

8 

10 

18 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

13 

29 

42 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

19 

14 

33 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

3 

6 

Other  heart  diseases 

31 

36 

67 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

9 

12 

Influenza 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

8 

Bronchitis 

1 

5 

6 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

— 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea  ... 

— 

1 

1 

5 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

2 

2 

Hyperphasia  of  prostate 

5 

— 

5 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

- — 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

13 

.18 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  accidents 

4 

— - 

4 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

120 

139 

259 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Disease 

0-2 

3-4 

5-9 

Ages 

10-14 

15-24  25-44 

45-64 

65 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

4 

17 

2 

3 



— 



28 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

10 

19 

1 

— ' 

1 

— 

1 

42 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Infective  Jaundice 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

5 

— 

— 

13 

Measles 

25 

54 

139 

17 

3 

5 

— 

— 

243 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

9 

— 

— 

3 

5 

2 

20 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

16 

18 

Dysentry 

3 

1 

4 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

15 

Food  Poisoning 

— ■ 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Opthalmia 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

■ — - - 

■ 

1 

Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

43 

71 

192 

23 

10 

21 

10 

19 

389 

There  was  a much  higher  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  in  1952,  a total  of  389  cases  being  notified 
compared  with  201  last  year. 

Again  it  was  measles  and,  to  a less  extent,  whoop- 
ing cough  which  made  the  difference.  Other  infectious 
diseases  were  only  slightly  more  prevalent  than  in  1951, 
the  figures  being  104  compared  with  87  for  the  previous 
year. 

Measles. 

There  were  243  cases  of  measles  notified,  a third  of 
them  occurring  under  the  age  of  5.  No  complications 
or  deaths  were  reported. 

Saxlingham  was  the  only  School  closed  for  two 
separate  weeks  in  February  because  of  measles. 
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Whooping  Gough. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  less  than  half 
the  number  for  1951,  42  compared  with  102.  There 
were  no  fatal  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

28  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified,  the  majority 
of  them  in  early  school  life.  No  deaths  or  complications 
were  reported. 

Diphtheria. 

It  is  a great  pleasure  to  report  yet  another  whole 
year  without  a single  case  of  diphtheria.  Our  Immunisa- 
tion Campaign  has  been  very  successful  and  our  en- 
deavour must  now  be  to  keep  up  the  highest  possible 
percentage  of  immunised  children  in  the  population. 

Poliomyelitis. 

There  were  13  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified,  half 
of  them  young  adults.  Four  of  the  cases  were  paralytic 
and  the  other  9 never  developed  any  muscular  weakness 
at  all. 

A rather  unusual  feature  was  the  occurrence  of  3 
confirmed  cases  in  the  same  household,  a mother  and 
2 sons  aged  11  and  21  respectively. 

All  the  non-paralytic  cases  made  complete  recoveries 
and  of  the  4 paralytic  cases,  only  one,  a girl  of  2,  is  still 
suffering  from  severe  residual  paralysis  of  one  leg. 

Apart  from  the  household  mentioned  above  and  2 
isolated  cases,  all  the  others  occurred  on  Hethel  Air- 
field, some  of  the  child  patients  having  been  playfellows 
before  taking  ill. 

The  first  Hethel  case  was  notified  in  the  middle  of 
July  and  the  last  one  in  early  September,  the  bulk  of 
them  occurring  in  the  month  of  August. 

This  little  epidemic  ceased  as  abruptly  as  it  began 
and  it  is  possible  that  the  sudden  onset  of  the  cold 
weather  may  have  cut  it  short.  It  is  also  very  probable 
that  there  were  many  cases  that  were  so  slight  that 
they  were  missed,  so  that  the  real  incidence  may  be 
considerably  higher. 
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With  such  a number  of  cases,  the  district  is  indeed 
fortunate  that  it  has  resulted  in  only  one  of  them  being 
permanently  paralysed. 

Dysentery. 

There  were  15  cases  of  dysentery  compared  with  9 
last  year.  They  all  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
and  in  the  parishes  near  to  the  City.  They  were  all  of 
the  Sonne  type  and  were  notified  at  the  time  of  a fairly 
widespread  epidemic  in  Norwich. 

There  was  little  spread  of  infection  through  the 
district,  all  the  cases  were  mild  and  none  were  fatal. 

Enteric  Fever. 

No  cases  of  typhoid  or  paratyphoid  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Five  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  investigated  during 
the  year,  all  of  them  due  to  salmonella  typhimurium. 

In  two  incidents  3 members  of  the  family  were  found 
to  be  excreting  the  organisms  and  the  other  three  were 
single  cases  in  different  households. 

No  definite  source  of  infection  was  determined  in 
any  case.  Ducks  were  kept  in  two  cases  but  none  of  the 
patients  had  eaten  duck  eggs  before  taking  ill. 

One  interesting  feature  was  the  number  of  symptom- 
less carriers  who  were  discovered  during  the  routine 
investigations.  It  is  certainly  a possibility  that  duck 
handlers  may  become  carriers  of  food  poisoning  germs 
and  convey  the  infection  to  their  families.  Now  that 
more  rural  houses  have  good  water  supplies  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  those  who  handle  animals  will  be  encouraged 
to  wash  their  hands  before  joining  the  family  circle 
and  thus  to  close  one  channel  of  infection  to  them. 

Three  of  the  child  patients  shewed  the  rather 
common  long  convalescent  carrier  stage  of  7,  10  and 
11  weeks,  respectively. 

Winter  Vomiting. 

A sudden  outbreak  of  sickness  and  diarrhoea  was 
reported  from  Barford  school  in  June.  All  the  cases 
were  either  school-children,  staff  or  their  families. 
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The  onset  was  sudden,  the  illness  short  and  recovery 
rapid  and  complete.  Exhaustive  investigation  of  the 
canteen  staff,  the  food  and  the  milk  supply,  gave  no 
indication  of  the  source  of  infection. 

Examination  of  patients  dejecta  gave  negative  bac- 
teriological results  and  it  was  therefore  assumed  that 
this  was  an  epidemic  of  so-called  “winter  vomitting,” 
thought  to  be  due  to  a virus,  not  yet  identified, 
and  possibly  spread  like  influenza  by  spray  from  the 
nose  and  throat  of  patients.  The  whole  incident  lasted 
about  a week  and  then  stopped  as  suddenly  as  it  began. 

During  the  course  of  the  enquiry,  the  water  supply 
from  the  school  well  was  found  to  be  very  unsatisfac- 
tory and  the  sanitary  provision  archaic. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  Education  Depart- 
ment and  immediate  steps  were  taken  to  provide  an 
emergency  water  supply.  It  was  decided  to  convert  the 
vault  closets  to  a pail  closet  system  at  an  early  date. 
Attention  was  also  called  to  the  doubtful  safety  of  the 
drainage  arrangements  and  this  was  investigated  in  con- 
sultation with  the  County  Sanitary  Authorities. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  ages  and  sex  incidence 
during  the  year: — 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Ages 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 

1—  5 
5—15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

45—55 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

55—65 

■ — 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

5 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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Gases  on  Register  at  December  31st,  1952. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


1951 

1952 

1951 

1952 

1951 

1952 

Male 

53 

57 

21 

14 

74 

71 

Female 

40 

36 

17 

14 

57 

50 

93 

93 

38 

28 

131 

121 

There  were  121  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
1952,  which  is  10  less  than  last  year.  This  decrease  is 
due  to  less  cases  of  the  Non-Pulmonary  type.  Twelve 
new  notifications  were  received,  all  but  two  ; being 
pulmonary  cases.  There  was  only  one  death,  a young 
male  with  pulmonary  disease. 

These  figures  are  ah  much  belov/  those  of  last  year 
and  are  the  lowest  ever  reported  in  the  district. 


Incidence. 


Area  Pulmonary 

Rate 

Non-Pulmonary 

Rate 

County  of  Norfolk 

239 

0.64 

71 

0.19 

Forehoe  & Henstead 

10 

0.43 

2 

0.08 

Mortality. 

County  of  Norfolk 

35 

0.09 

14 

0.04 

Forehoe  & Henstead 
England  & Wales 
(all  forms) 

1 

0.04 

0.24 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  Table  that  both 
incidence  and  mortality  are  much  below  the  rate  for 
the  County  as  a whole,  which  in  its  turn  is  greatly 
below  the  figure  for  the  whole  cormtry. 

Diagnosis. 


Even  more  extensive  use  is  being  made  of  laboratory 
facilities  for  diagnosis: — 


Total  number  of  Sputum  Examinations 

1952  1951 

146  64 

Results  of  Examinations: — 

Positive 

Negative 

Cases  already  notified 

17 

23 

Unnotified  cases 

5 

101 

Total 

22 

124 

10 


Unfortunately,  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit 
was  away  from  Norwich  and  so  inaccessible  to  the 
residents  of  this  district  for  most  of  1952.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  full  advantage  will  be  taken  of  these  facili- 
ties for  X-Ray  as  soon  as  the  Unit  is  again  available. 
There  is  no  better  preventive  health  measure  than 
regular  routine  chest  examination. 

Treatment. 

More  beds  were  available  in  hospitals  and  sanatoria 
in  1952  and  hospital  admissions  shewed  an  encouraging 
rise  in  number.  The  waiting  period  has  been  further 
reduced. 

Admission  to  Sanatoria  and  Hospitals: — 

Male  Female  Total 

1951  8 7 15 

1952  12  10  22 

As  there  were  only  10  new  pulmonary  cases  noti- 
fied it  seems  that  the  supply  of  beds  is  more  or  less 
adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 

The  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital  was  about 
six  months  and  in  some  cases  as  little  as  three  months. 
Modern  methods  of  treatment  are  reducing  the  amount 
of  hospitalisation  necessary  and  thus  helping  in  the 
bed  situation. 

Prevention. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  Table  that  B.C.G. 
Vaccination  has  been  increasingly  used  in  the  county 
during  the  following  years.  (Separate  figures  for  this 
district  are  not  available). 


B.G.G.  Yacination  for  the  County  of  Norfolk. 


1952 

1951 

1950 

Contacts  of  known  cases  0 — 4 years 

84  , 

) 

„ „ ,,  5 — 15 

56 

1 151 

„ „ „ over  16 

11  ^ 

1 

School  leavers 

291 

Other  negative  reactors 

35 

Totals 

477 

314 

99 

There  is  a strong  probability  that  this  preventive 
treatment  will  be  offered  to  further  age  groups,  specially 
school  leavers.  This  may  prove  of  great  value  in  protect- 
ing susceptible  young  people  through  the  dangerous 
years  of  adolescence  and  early  adult  life. 

Nevertheless,  a balanced  diet  and  a healthy  way  of 
living  are  still  the  best  insurance  against  tuberculosis. 
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HOUSING. 


The  following  gives  details  in 

connection 

housing  at  31-12-52: — 

Waiting  List. 

Applicants  at  31-12-51 

...  726 

Applicants  at  31-12-52 

. . . 623 

Analysis  of  Waiting  List. 

Small  Unit  Families 

...  497 

Large  Unit  Families 

...  126 

Agricultural  Workers 

...  113 

Others 

...  510 

Local  Authority  Houses — Position  at 

31-12-52 

Pre-War 

...  844 

Post-War 

...  600 

Houses  erected  during  1952 

Permanent 

88 

Ex-Government  Camps — 

No.  of  families  occupying  camps 

At  31-12-51 

...  171 

At  31-12-52 

...  172 

Total  number  of  huts  converted 

into  dwellings  at  31-12-52 

...  172 

Total  number  of  applicants  in 

camps  from  Waiting  List 

during  1952 

58 

Number  of  families  occupying 

requisitioned  property  at  31-12-52  13 


It  is  good  to  record  that  there  has  been  a reduction 
of  103  in  the  Waiting  List  for  Council  Houses,  leaving 
623  with  their  housing  needs  still  unsatisfied.  No  doubt 
a proportion  of  this  residual  number  apply  to  fairly 
recent  applications  and  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  most 
of  the  very  urgent  cases  have  now  been  re-housed. 

It  is  particularly  pleasing  to  note  the  reduction  in 
the  number  of  requisitioned  properties  still  being  occu- 
pied, as  most  of  these  were  in  a low  category  of  accom- 
modation, many  of  them  actually  condemned.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  all  condemned  property  will  have  been 
vacated  permanently  by  my  next  Annual  Report. 
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The  increase  in  private  building  has  also  altered 
the  picture  somewhat  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  see 
if  houses  can  be  built  more  cheaply  for  sale  or  letting 
by  this  means.  If  simpler  but  otherwise  satisfactory 
dwellings  can  thus  be  built,  new  Council  property  may 
become  the  “luxury  houses”  of  the  future. 

Condemned  Property. 

Some  progress  can  be  reported  in  the  emptying  and 
demolition  of  long  condemned  properties.  30  such 
dwellings  ceased  to  be  occupied  during  the  year  and 
7 of  these  were  demolished. 


The  occupants  were  dealt  with  in  the  following 
manner: 

24  Rehoused  by  the  R.D.C. 

1 Built  own  bungalow. 

5 Found  other  accommodation. 

This  still  leaves  55  properties  previously  condemned 
still  occupied  and'  a further  6 dwellings  were  dealt  with 
during  1952. 

As  no  complete  Rural  blousing  Survey  has  yet  been 
carried  out  in  this  district,  it  is  impossible  to  tassess 
the  true  position,  but  it  is  obvious  that  there  are  still 
a large  number  of  families  very  inadequately  housed. 

Unfortunately,  with  the  very  great  discrepancy 
between  the  rents  of  these  properties  and  those  of 
Council  Houses  there  is  less  inducement  for  the  occu- 
pants to  complain  about  their  circumstances.  A Survey, 
therefore,  seems  to  me  to  be  imperative  if  any  headway 
is  to  be  made  in  this  very  serious  matter. 

Private  Building. 

There  was  an  increase  in  private  building  during  the 
year,  36  dwellings  being  completed  compared  with  22  in 
1951.  As  106  plans  were  approved  in  the  same  period 
and  a total  of  86  licences  issued,  it  would  seem  that 
next  year  will  see  a still  larger  amount  of  private 
building. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  bungalows  are  becoming 
more  popular  than  houses  and  in  each  series  of  licences 
issued  this  disproportion  becomes  greater.  It  is  difficult 
to  account  for  this  preference  unless  a long  overdue 
deference  is  at  last  being  paid  to  the  wishes  of  the 
housewife  for  a reduction  in  her  routine  work. 
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ANTHRAX  ORDER,  1938. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  cases  notified 


during  the  year; — 

Total  number  of  cases  notified  ...  15 

Number  of  cases  confirmed  ...  8 

Number  of  cases  not  confirmed  ...  7 

Total  number  of  cattle  suspected  ...  2 

Cases  confirmed  in  cattle  ...  1 

Cases  unconfirmed  in  cattle  ...  1 

Total  number  of  pigs  suspected  ...  13 

Cases  confirmed  in  pigs  ...  7 

Cases  unconfirmed  in  pigs  ...  6 


Restriction  “A”  Notices  were  received  in  respect 
of  13  pigs  and  2 beasts  suspected  of  having  died  of 
anthrax.  8 cases  were  confirmed  after  veterinary  inspec- 
tion, 7 pigs  and  1 beast. 

All  these  cases  occurred  in  the  last  four  months  of 
the  year  and  the  infected  premises  were  situated  in  the 
following  parishes: — 

Bramerton 

Colton 

Framingham  Pigot 
Mulbarton 
Poringland  (2) 

Shotesham  (2) 

The  cause  of  this  widespread  infection  amongst  pigs 
is  still  a matter  for  conjecture,  but  it  is  suggested  that 
imported  bone  meal,  which  is  not  sterilised  before  being 
fed  to  animals,  may  be  responsible. 

It  is  exceedingly  dangerous  to  handle  a carcase  of  a 
case  of  anthrax,  and  I am  glad  to  report  that  no  human 
infection  was  contracted  in  spite  of  this  heavy  incidence 
among  pigs. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  thac  an  animal 
found  suddenly  dead  should  be  suspected  of  having  had 
anthrax  and  left  untouched  until  the  veterinary  expert 
has  either  confirmed  the  diagnosis  or  released  it  from 
restriction. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1948. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Under  the  above  Regulations  4 Restriction  Notices 
were  served  in  1952,  3 for  Tuberculosis  and  1 for 
Brucellosis. 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 
at  the  end  of  1951,  sampling  was  discontinued  during 
the  early  months  of  1952,  so  that  these  figures  cannot 
fairly  be  compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year. 

In  each  case  of  Tuberculosis,  the  infected  cow  was 
found  and  seized  for  slaughter  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

District  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

Schemes  for  Areas  Nos.  1 and  5 received  the  approval 
of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and 
were  expected  to  be  commenced  in  the  latter  nart  of 
1953. 

Norwich  Corporation  Area  of  Supply. 

Mains  were  laid  by  the  Norwich  Corporation 
throughout  their  Statutory  Area  of  supply. 

Newton  Flotman. 

At  the  beginning  of  November  an  active  start  was 
made  on  the  Interim  Water  Supply  Scheme  for  Newton 
Flotman  and  Saxlingham  Thorpe.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
1500  yards  of  3in.  and  4in.  mains  were  laid. 

Kimberley. 

An  Sin.  borehole  was  sunk  this  year  for  the  Kimber- 
ley Supply  Scheme  and  produced  an  overflowing  yield 
of  approximately  1500  gallons  per  hour.  The  Analyst’s 
report  on  the  water  shews  it  to  be  satisfactory  though 
slightly  ferruginous. 

SEWERAGE. 

Costessey. 

Costessey  Sewerage  Scheme,  Part  I,  was  substantially 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  district  served 
by  this  part  of  the  scheme,  i.e.,  Richmond  Road  area, 
Stafford  Avenue,  Upper  StafFord  Avenue,  Three  Mile 
Lane  and  Dereham  Road  west  of  Three  Mile  Lane, 
comprises  approximately  220  dwellinghouses,  2 schools 
and  the  proposed  new  Dereham  Road  Housing  Site. 


15 


Hingham. 

Good  progress  on  the  Hingham  Sewerage  Scheme 
was  made  during  the  year.  The  main  town  sewers  and 
the  effluent  outfall  were  completed  and  the  sewage 
works  are  in  course  of  construction.  A start  was  made 
on  the  sewers  and  ejector  station  to  serve  the  Frost 
Row  Pumping  Area. 

Hethersett  and  Poringland. 

Schemes  for  these  parishes  were  in  course  of  pre- 
paration at  the  end  of  the  year. 

SOCIAL  HEALTH. 

The  6 “Old  People’s  Clubs’’  continue  to  flourish 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  preparations  were  in  hand 
for  a new  one  at  Hingham. 

There  are  still  parishes  where  such  an  amenity  would 
be  very  welcome  to  the  older  folks  and  I hope  that  by 
my  next  Annual  Report  the  District  will  be  more 
adequately  served  in  this  way. 

With  47  halls  available  it  cannot  he  said  that  there 
is  nowhere  to  meet,  and  quite  small  groups  can  have  a 
very  enjoyable  time  together. 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1948. 

Recent  reports  on  the  vast  expense  of  the  National 
Drug  Bill  call  for  some  comment.  An  expert  Committee 
has  already  combed  out  the  medicines  in  popular  use 
which  are  actually  quite  ineffective.  The  use  of  the  real 
life-savers,  such  as  the  anti-biotics,  penicillin  and  the 
like,  no  one  can  criticise,  but  the  phenomenal  increase 
in  the  amount  of  sedatives  the  general  population 
seems  to  need  to  keep  it  going  is  not  a sign  of  good 
mental  health.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  life  need 
really  be  harder  or  more  full  of  strain  than  it  used  to 
be.  Many  of  the  worst  economic  anxieties  have  gone 
and  if  nervous  overstrain  has  really  increased,  are  not 
many  people  deliberately  living  their  lives  at  too  hectic 
a pace?  Life’s  ups  and  downs  used  to  have  to  be  faced 
by  the  individual  himself — now  it  seems  a fashion  to 
cast  the  burden  on  the  doctor  ahd  his  “bottle  of 
medicine.” 

Is  it  not  time  for  the  citizen  to  take  a personal  in- 
terest in  his  own  health  and  if  it  is  not  as  excellent  as  it 
should  be,  to  question  first  if  there  is  not  something  he, 
himself,  can  do  about  it?  Is  it  not  wanton  extravagance 
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to  give  slimming  tablets  to  those  who  habitually  over- 
eat? Of  what  use  is  a bottle  of  cough  medicine  to  the 
smoker  of  50  cigarettes  a day,  or  a sedative  to  the 
worker  who  spends  all  leisure  hours  in  the  cinema, 
dance  hall  or  public  house?  Or  stomach  pills  to  those 
who  eat  unsuitable  food  at  irregular  intervals  and 
have  generally  disorderly  mealtimes?  How  much  mental 
worry  is  caused  by  faulty  family  budgets  where  luxuries 
are  allowed  to  crowd  out  necessities?  It  would  ihe 
salutary  if  a doctor’s  Certificate  were  allowed  to  state 
that  “this  illness  was  self-inflicted.’’ 

The  more  serious  result  of  this  is  the  overcrowding 
and  overworking  of  the  family  doctor  who  ought  to 
have  more  time  to  spend  on  those  diseases  for  which 
the  sufferer  is  not  responsible,  and  which  need  expert 
diagnosis  and  careful  treatment. 

Reduction  in  the  price  of  the  National  Health  Service 
lies  primarily  with  the  general  public,  who,  by  attending 
to  the  ordinary  rules  of  health,  can  halve  the  demands 
made  upon  it. 


COUNTY  SERVICES. 


Infant  Welfare  Service. 


The  County  Council  provide  full  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  in  the  following  parishes: — 


Costessey 

Hethel 

Hethersett 

Hingham 

Poringland 


fortnightly 

monthly 

monthly 

monthly 

monthly 


A Medical  Officer 
attends 
each  Session. 


In  addition,  the  District  Nurses  hold  Weighing 
Centres  in  the  following  10  parishes: — 


Barnham  Broom 

Cringleford 

Easton 

Kirby  Bedon 

Morley 

Mulbarton 

Rockland  St.  Mary 

Saxlingham 

Shotesham 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 


A Medical  Officer 
^ pays 

occasional  visits. 


Good  attendances  are  again  reported  from  most  of 
these  Centres. 
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Welfare  Service. 

Headquarters:  Local  Health  Office, 

Area  No.  4, 

Aspland  Road, 

Norwich. 

A County  Welfare  Officer  and  an  Assistant  serve 
the  District  for  general  welfare  purposes  and  statutory 
duties  in  the  Mental  Health  Service. 

Contact  points  are  held  at  the  following  places  in 
the  District  for  the  convenience  of  the  public: — 

COSTESSEY 

c/o  Mrs.  Wiseman,  106  Norwich  Road, 

New  Costessey. 

Wednesdays -11  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

HINGHAIVI 

c/o  Mr.  Rosbrook,  Bell  Corner,  Hingham. 
I^ondays — 2 30  p.m.  to  3.30  p.m. 

The  value  of  this  service  is  more  widely  appreciated 
each  year  and  many  callers  make  use  of  the  above 
Contact  Points  which,  together  with  the  Norwich 
Headquarters  have  developed  into  a valuable  form  of 
of  Citizens  Advice  Bureau. 

In  addition.  Welfare  Officers  make  regular  visits  to 
the  Old  People’s  Clubs  where  they  are  able  to  give 
advice  to  any  of  the  members  in  need  of  it. 

GENERAL  SURVEY. 

The  health  of  the  District  has  been  very  satisfactory 
during  the  year. 

The  fall  in  the  death-rate,  the  record  low  infant 
mortality  rate  and  one  death  from  tuberculosis,  suggest 
that  the  population  have  had  a specially  fortunate  year. 

Too  many  condemned  houses  are  still  being  used 
as  homes  and  the  Waiting  List  for  Council  Houses  still 
represents  too  much  frustration  and  unhappiness. 
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Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
help  and  encouragement  and  the  Staff  for  their  willing 
co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

IRENE  B.  M.  GREEN,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on 
duties  performed  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department,  including  details  in  relation  to  duties 
under  Building  Bye-laws,  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Acts  and  Building  Licensing. 


There  were  no  changes  in  the  staff  establishment 
other  than  the  replacement  of  the  Junior  Typist. 

During  the  whole  of  the  year  the  arrangements; 
made  whereby  the  Deputy  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
should  act  as  Resident  Engineer  in  connection  with 
Water  and  Sewerage  Schemes,  continued. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Inspections. 

Housing  Acts 
Public  Health  Acts 
Meat  and  Other  Foods 
Refuse  Collection,  Night  Soil,  Cesspool 
Emptying 

Slaughterhouses  and  Knacker’s  Yard 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Dairies  and  Cowshed  Drainage 
Infectious  Disease  and  Fumigations 
Disinfestations 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Water  Supplies 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Petroleum 

Building  Licensing 

Building  Bye-laws,  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Acts 
Housing  Act,  1949 
Burial  Grounds 
Emergency  Water  Scheme 
Street  Naming  and  House  Numbering  ... 
Factories  Act 
Miscellaneous 


361 

234 

333 

425 

10 

12 

17 

242 

4 

21 

42 

320 

614 

4 

61 

479 

71 
13 

72 
29 

4 

23 


Total  ...  3391 


20 


Water  Supply. 

Whilst  the  provision  o£  a mains  water  supply  is 
gradually  but  surely  becoming  an  actual  fact  and  con- 
siderable progress  has  been  made  during  the  year,  not 
only  by  the  Norwich  Corporation  within  their  Statutory 
Area  of  Supply,  but  also  by  the  Council  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  Scheme  for  the  outlying  parts  of 
the  District  and  for  which  the  water  will  be  supplied 
in  bulk  at  given  points  on  the  boundary  of  the  Norwich 
Statutory  Area,  the  chief  source  of  water  supply  in  the 
District  is  derived  from  wells,  mainly  of  the  shallow 
type. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  has  been  a steady 
increase  in  the  number  of  tube  wells  sunk  for  agricul- 
tural purposes  and,  taking  the  District  as  a whole,  the 
agricultural  demand  for  a mains  supply  is  now  much 
smaller  than  it  would  have  been  a few  years  ago  had 
the  District  Water  Scheme  been  in  operation. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  during  the  year, 
chiefly  as  a result  of  complaints  regarding  quality  of 


water  in  shallow  wells 

— ■ 

Combined  Chemical 

Fit 

Doubtful 

Unfit 

Total 

and  Bacteriological 

16 

— 

6 

22 

Bacteriological  only 

4 

2 

6 

Chemical  only 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Nitrate  Content 

5 

3 

2 

10 

30 

3 

10 

43 

In  those  cases  where  the  Analyst’s  Report  indicated 
a serious  pollution,  alternative  supplies  were  made 
available,  and  in  other  cases  treatment  was  carried  out 
to  wells  to  render  the  water  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  in  connection 
with  piped  water  schemes  was  as  follows: — 

A start  had  been  made  on  the  Interim  Scheme  for 
Newton  Flotman  and  Saxlingham  Thorpe  and  some 
1500  yards  of  main  had  been  laid. 

At  Kimberley  an  Sin.  borehole  was  sunk  and  it  was 
anticipated  that  further  progress  on  the  Scheme  would 
be  made  during  1953. 
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The  District  Scheme  for  Areas  Nos.  1 and  5,  moved 
a step  further  towards  commencement  of  pipe  laying,  by 
the  fact  that  approval  was  received  from  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  the  work  to  go 
out  to  tender. 

The  Norwich  Corporation  continued  the  laying  of 
mains  in  that  part  of  the  District  included  in  their 
Statutory  Area  of  Supply,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
had  almost  completed  the  work,  and  a dumber  of  house 
connections  had  been  made. 


There  was  no  change  in  the  position  at  Hethersett. 
Water  was  still  being  drawn  from  the  Wymondham 
U.D.C.  Headworks  at  Wicklewood,  but  the  progress 
made  in  the  Norwich  Statutory  Area  of  Supply  indicated 
that  the  change  over  of  this  parish  to  the  Norwich 
Supply  would  take  place  early  in  1953. 

As  mentioned  in  the  1951  Report,  the  Council  have 
continued  the  policy  of  allowing  private  properties  to 
connect  to  the  small  Council  Estate  Headworks.  Where 
these  are  situated  within  the  Norv/ich  Statutory  Area 
of  Supply,  it  is  anticipated  that  in  the  near  future  some 
will  become  redundant  and  the  properties  served  will 
derive  their  supply  from  the  new  mains. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  parishes  with  properties 
receiving  a mains  supply  from  the  Norwich  Corpora-' 
tion,  were  as  follows: — 


Bawburgh 

Bixley 

Bramerton 

Caistor  St.  Edmunds 
Costessey 
Cringleford 
Easton 

Framingham  Earl 
Framingham  Pigot 


Keswick 
Kirby  Bedon 
Little  Melton 
Poringland 
Rockland  St.  Mary 
Stoke  Holy  Cross 
Surlingham 
Trowse  Newton 
Whitlingham 


The  supply  for  the  parishes  of  Hackford,  Hether- 
sett,  Hingham  and  Wicklewood  is  derived  from  the 
Wymondham  U.D.C.  Headworks  at  Wicklewood.  In 
both  cases  the  water  is  regularly  sampled  and  has  been 
found  to  be  of  satisfactory  standard  and  not  likely  to 
exert  plumbo  solvent  action. 


T otal 

Barford 

Barnham  Broom  ...  j 
Bawburgh 

Bixley 

Bracon  Ash 

Bramerton 

Caistor  St.  Edmunds  i 
Costessey  ... 

Cringleford 

Deopham  ... 

East  Carleton 

Easton 

Flordon 

Framingham  Earl  ... 

Framingham  Pigot  ... 

Great  Melton 

Hethersett 

Hingham  ... 

Keswick  ... 

Ketteringham 

Kimberley... 

Kirby  Bedon 

Little  Melton 

Marlingford 

Morley 

Mulbarton 

Newton  Flotman  ... 

Poringland 

Rockland  St.  Mary... 

Runhall 

Saxlingham 

Shotesham 

Stoke  Holy  Cross  ... 

Surlingham 

Swainsthorpe 

Swardeston 

Trowse  Newton 

Wicklewood 

Wramplingham 

Wreningham 
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Emergency  Water  Scheme. 

The  position  improved  so  much  that  by  the  end  o£ 
the  year  it  was  necessary  only  to  arrange  for  a supply 
to  cover  properties  which  were  situated  in  the  parishes 
of  Barford,  Brandon  Parva,  Kirby  Bedon,  Mulbarton 
and  Welborne. 

Sewerage. 

Work  in  connection  with  the  Sewerage  Schemes  for 
Costessey  (Part  I)  and  Hingham,  continued,  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  the  Costessey  (Part  I)  Scheme  was 
almost  complete.  At  Hingham  good  progress  was  made 
but  owing  to  the  delay  in  delivery  of  certain  controlled 
materials,  it  was  not  possible  to  push  forward  sufficient- 
ly to  enable  a start  to  be  made  on  house  connections. 

The  Schemes  mentioned  in  1951  for  Hethersett  and 
Poringland  have,  unfortunately,  been  held  up  for 
various  reasons  and  final  approvals  from  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  are  still  awaited. 
Both  Schemes  are  bound  up,  to  a certain  extent,  with 
Council  development,  and  unless  further  progress  is 
made  in  1953,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  Council  will 
have  to  resort  to  temporary  measures  of  sewage  dis- 
posal for  any  new  dwellings  erected  in  these  parishes. 

The  position  regarding  existing  drainage  in  these 
parishes  has  become  increasingly  difficult  and  a constant 
demand  is  made  on  the  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptiers. 

The  original  priority  list  for  Sewerage  Schemes  must 
now  be  amended  to  enable  Costessey  and  Hethersett  to 
have  first  priority,  with  -Poringland  following  close 
behind. 

I feel  it  my  duty  once  again  to  bring  forward  the. 
parish  of  Saxlingham  for  serious  consideration  for  in- 
clusion in  the  priority  list  in  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the 
much  debated  ‘sewer  ditch’  nuisance  in  the  Street. 

I am  of  opinion  that  a Scheme  for  Cringleford  can 
still  be  held  in  abeyance  until  the  above  parishes  have 
been  dealt  with. 

The  Council  now  have  17  small  Schemes  serving 
Council  Estates  and  every  endeavour  should  be  made 
to  provide  facilities  to  enable  privately  owned  proper- 
ties to  connect. 


24 


During  the  year  cleaning  out  of  sewer  ditches  in  the 
parishes  of  Hingham  and  Saxlingham  was  continued  and 
in  several  other  parishes,  the  chief  of  which  is  Poring- 
land,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  Council  will  be  called 
upon  to  consider  doing  similar  work  in  the  near  future. 

Night  Soil  Collection. 

The  Scheme  continued  to  serve  the  parishes  of  Old 
Costessey,  fdethersett,  Hingham  and  parts  of  Bixley, 
Cringleford,  Mulbarton,  Poringland  and  Trowse  New- 
ton. A new  vehicle  was  received  during  the  early  part 
of  the  year  and  this  made  it  possible  to  continue  the, 
normal  services  whilst  older  vehicles  were  being  re- 
conditioned. 

No  extension  of  these  services  was  possible.  Disposal 
of  the  night  soil  collected  was  dealt  with  as  in  the  past, 
by  controlled  tipping  for  manurial  purposes  on  farm 
land. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

It  was  again  found  impossible  at  certain  times  in  the 
year  satisfactorily  to  cope  with  the  number  of  private 
orders  received  in  addition  to  the  heavy  demand  by  the 
Council  Estates. 

The  position  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  however, 
improved,  coinciding  with  the  connections  to  the  sewer 
in  Costessey  (Part  I)  Sewerage  Scheme.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  more  than  enough  work  could  ahvays  be 
found  for  the  emptiers  on  other  Council  Estates. 

The  following  details  shew  the  amount  of  work 
carried  out  during  the  year: — 

1.  Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  1,512 


(a)  Private 

(b)  Council 

(c)  Outside  District 


740 

661 

111 


2.  Total  number  of  loads 


4,261 


(a)  Private 

(b)  Council 

(c)  Outside  District 


1,207 

2,720 

334 
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Refuse  Collection. 

The  present  Scheme  covers  all  parishes  in  'the 
District.  A weekly  collection  continued  in  the  parishes 
of  Costessey,  Cringleford,  Hingham  and  Trowse  New- 
ton, and  a fortnightly  collection  over  the  remainder  of 
the  District. 

It  is  not  possible  to  include  every  property  in  the 
District,  as  it  will  be  realised  that  to  include  every 
isolated  property  would  add  considerably  to  the  cost 
of  the  Scheme.  It  can  be  seen  from  the  figures  given 
below  that  there  are  not  many  properties,  taking  the 
District  as  a whole,  which  are  excluded. 


No  special  charges  are  made  in  relation  to  trade  or 
similar  types  of  refuse,  except  in  connection  with  the 
special  collections  made  from  Morley  and  Keswick 
Colleges. 


The  collections  are  made  with  the  use  of  three 
rear-loading  moving-floor  vehicles,  together  with  the 
Council’s  original  vehicle,  which  now  serves  for  relief 
purposes  only.  Disposal  is  carried  out  at  three  points  in 
the  District,  namely,  Hackford  and  Ketteringham.  where 
controlled  tipping  is  practised,  and  at  Costessey,  where 
by  the  owner’s  permission,  a pit  is  being  filled.  The 
filling  of  the  pit  at  Ketteringham  is  now  nearing  com- 
pletion, and  within  the  next  few  years  arrangements 
must  be  made  finally  to  top  off  the  area  and  obtain, 
either  additional  adjacent  land,  or,  land  elsewhere' 
suitable  for  tipping  purposes. 


The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  year’s 
v7ork : — 


Total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  District 
Number  of  dwellings  served 
Number  of  loads  collected 
Approximate  tonnage 
Revenue  (including  salvage) 

Total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal 
(including  salvage) 


7846 

7250 

913 

3195 

£635 

£7884 
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Salvage. 

The  demand  for  waste  paper,  etc.,  became  less  as 
the  year  progressed  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  it  was 
apparent  that  unless  the  demand  and  the  prices  paid  for 
salvage  increased,  a financial  loss  would  be  incurred, 
having  in  mind  that  the  Council  operate  a Bonus  Scheme 
for  their  employees  engaged  on  Refuse  and  Salvage 
Collections. 


The  amount  of  salvage  collected  and  sold  during  the 
year  was  as  follows: — 


Salvage 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

12 

5 

0 

0 

144 

11 

3 

Cardboard  ... 

2 

6 

0 

0 

28 

1 

9 

Books,  Periodicals,  Etc. 

2 

17 

1 

0 

34 

15 

9 

Mixed  Rags  ... 

4 

1 

1 

13 

81 

7 

11 

Woollens 

0 

5 

3 

4 

11 

17 

9 

Cast  Iron 

3(A 

pprox.) 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Mixed  Metal 

1 

11 

1 

18 

53 

11 

7 

Sacking 

0 

5 

3 

26 

1 

18 

9 

Tins 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Bottles  (138|  dozens) ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

11 

4 

Suction  Hose 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

26 

12 

3 

5 

376 

16 

1 

HOUSING. 

The  year  has  not  seen  any  alteration  in  the  law,  but 
it  is  rumoured  in  certain  quarters  that  a change  is 
coming  in  connection  with  the  Rent  Restriction  Act. 
I am  convinced  that  until  some  incentive  is  given  to 
property  owners,  either  by  means  of  larger  returns  for 
repairs  and  improvements  carried  out,  or  by  a new  form 
of  Improvement  and  Re-conditioning  Grants,  the  general 
standard  of  rented  dwellings  will  not  improve.  There 
is,  however,  one  interesting  feature  to  note  regarding 
housing  accommodation,  namely,  the  tendency  for  land- 
lords to  sell  off  dwellings  when  they  become  vacant. 
This  will,  undoubtedly,  help  to  hasten  the  time  when, 
ultimately,  housing  accommodation  will  be  grouped 
under  two  main  headings — “Owner/Occupier”  and 
“Local  Authority”  owned  dwellings. 
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Whilst  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  on  one  Estate  in 
the  District  the  standard  of  housing  accommodation 
has  been  considerably  improved  during  the  year,  it  is 
regrettable  to  have  to  admit  that  in  many  cases  up  and 
down  the  Country,  Estate  owners  are,  through  no  fault 
of  their  own,  unable  to  prevent  a gradual  deterioration 
taking  place  in  their  property. 

With  the  ever  increasing  cost  of  new  dwellings, 
thereby  making  them  out  of  the  range  of  the  average 
working  man’s  pocket,  wouldn’t  it  be  worthwhile  for 
Local  Authorities — particularly  Rural — to  consider  the 
acquisition  of  existing  dwellings,  purchased  from  land- 
lords at  a fair  price,  with  the  view  of  repair  and 
improvement  in  accordance  with  the  ‘life’  each  one  is 
considered  to  have.  The  Housing  Act,  1949,  Improve- 
ment Grant  Scheme,  could,  in  my  opinion,  be  used  in 
this  respect  to  great  advantage  and  would  be'  a means  of 
providing  modernised  dwellings  at  a reasonable  cost. 

In  this  respect  the  carrying  out  of  a Housing  Survey 
would  greatly  assist  in  assessing  the  possibilities  of 
such  a Scheme  and,  in  addition,  would  provide  useful 
data  for  future  Council  building  programmes. 

Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  towards 
the  ultimate  emptying  of  all  condemned  properties, 
30  such  properties  being  vacated,  7 of  which  have  now 
been  demolished. 

As  a result  of  housing  inspections  during  the  year 
20  Notices  were  served  on  owners,  1 Demolition  Order 
was  made  and  4 Undertakings  not  to  re-let  dwellings, 
were  accepted. 

The  following  details  give  the  position  in  connection 
with  applications  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  Section 
20 — Improvement  Grants: — 

No.  of  Applic’ns.  No.  Granted  No.  Refused  No.  Withdrawn  No.  Pending 

Received 

6 7 — 12 

(includes  4 
1951  Applications) 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  control  of  this  type  of  dwelling  continues  to 
present  a serious  problem  in  the  parish  of  Costessey, 
due,  no  doubt,  to  the  fact  that  there  are  still  many 
undeveloped  plots  of  land  in  that  parish  and,  being 
adjacent  to  the  City  of  Norwich,  it  is  a very  convenient 
spot  for  this  type  of  dweller  to  obtain  a living.  Whilst 
those  with  the  modern  type  of  trailer  caravan  are  not 
likely  to  cause  serious  nuisance,  it  is  desirable  that  all 
should  be  controlled  on  licensed  sites  but,  unfortunately, 
owing  to  the  lack  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
owners  of  the  land,  and  the  weakness  of  the  present 
lavs^  relating  to  moveable  dwellings,  it  is  impossible  to 
keep  a proper  check,  and  the  position  in  Costessey  can 
only  be  likened  to  the  game  of  “hide  and  seek.” 

I think  it  can  safely  be  said  that  the  danger  to  health 
of  the  occupants  and  nuisance  to  others,  occur  mainly 
amongst  the  poorer  type  of  moveable  dwelling—  the 
tents,  vans  and  sheds — and  it  is  those  which  must  have 
first  priority  for  stationing  on  a controlled  site,  the 
acquisition  of  which,  has  again  been  deferred.  There  is, 
unfortunately,  still  a divergence  of  opinion  on  the  desir- 
ability of  the  Council  having  such  a site,  but,  whilst  I 
agree  that  there  are  difficulties  in  such  a venture  as 
applied  to  the  position  in  Costessey,  I am  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  a step  in  the  right  direction  and  would 
at  least  strengthen  the  Council’s  hand  in  dealing  with 
future  cases. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  average  number  of  sites 
being  used  at  any  one  time  in  Costessey  is  30  and 
during  the  year  only  10  applications  were  received, 
2 of  which  were  refused.  Over  the  whole  District  19 
applications  were  received  and  3 refused  (these  last 
figures  include  Costessey). 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE, 

DISINFECTIONS  AND  DISINFESTATIONS. 

Work  under  this  heading  included  visits  and  in- 
vestigations in  connection  with  an  outbreak  of  Polio- 
myelitis in  which  13  cases  were  notified,  the  majority 
of  which  occurred  amongst  occupants  of  dwellings  on 
a Council  controlled  Airfield  Site.  As  reported  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  cases  were,  in  the  main, 
of  the  non-paralytic  type  and  none  proved  fatal. 


29 


Outbreaks  of  Dysentery,  Food  Poisoning  and  Winter 
Vomitting  entailed  a great  deal  of  investigations. 

16  premises  were  disinfected  after  cases  of  infec- 
tious disease  and  4 premises  were  disinfested  against 
insect  pests. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION- 
PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Work  under  this  heading  was  continued  during  the 
year  under  the  policy  of  a continuous  survey  of  all 
parishes  in  the  District  and  treatment  carried  out  of 
infested  premises  where  found  necessary.  By  this  means 
the  Council’s  Vermin  Destroyer  is  able  to  survey  and 
treat  each  parish  at  least  twice  a year.  The  number  of 
complaints  received  regarding  infestation  has  shewn  a 
considerable  drop,  due  no  doubt,  to  the  fact  that  the 
Vermin  Destroyer  is  able  to  keep  the  position  in  con- 
nection with  private  premises  in  check  by  regular  visits 
to  the  parishes.  I am  afraid  this  cannot  be  said  to  be 
the  case  with  agricultural  land.  A number  of  ‘black 
spots’  exist,  but,  although  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Authority  to  enforce  action  in  such  cases,  it  is  not' 
possible  with  the  present  stafF,  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  investigations  and  follow  up  with  action. 
Many  farms  are  still  covered  by  private  contract,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  it  will  be  possible 
further  to  improve  on  the  co-ordination  of  agricultural 
and  other  treatment. 

The  following  are  details  of  work  carried  out:  — 

Number  of  properties  inspected  by  the 
Local  Authority  during  the  year 

(a)  By  notification 

(b)  Otherwise 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be 
infested 

(a)  Major  infestation 

(b)  Minor  infestation 

Number  of  infested  properties  treated 

Number  of  “block”  control. schemes 
carried  out 


64 

4,287 


n 

...  / 

...  1,391 

...  1,398 
31 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

During  the  year  the  following  licences  were 
granted : — 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised) 
Regulations,  1949. 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 

Special  Designation  “Pasteurised”  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of 

the  Special  Designation  “Pasteurised”  ...  1 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949. 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 

Special  Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  ...  5 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of 

the  Special  Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  1 

The  Norfolk  County  Council,  who  are  responsible 
for  the  licensing  and  supervision  of  Pasteurisation 
premises,  issued  two  licences  for  premises  in  the 
District,  namely.  The  Milk  Marketing  Board,  Harford 
Bridges  and  Messrs.  J.  O.  & P.  J.  Meredith,  Barnham 
Broom. 

The  number  of  dairies  as  distinct  from  producers’ 
premises  is  8.  These  have  been  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  but  in  one  case  settlement  of  the  structure 
caused  by  defective  drainage  system,  necessitated  repairs 
and  the  re-laying  of  the  drainage  system. 

The  policy  of  the  Norfolk  County  Council  for  the 
testing  of  milk  for  the  presence  of  brucella  abortus 
continued  and  one  Restriction  Notice  was  served  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption 
continued  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food, 
and  the  Abattoir  at  Swardeston  was  in  constant  use. 
I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  an  Inspector  was 
in  attendance  on  every  day  on  which  slaughtering  was 
carried  out  and  all  animals  killed  were  examined.  The 
hours  of  killing  vary  in  accordance  with  the  delivery 
of  the  live  animals  and  this  necessitated  a great  deal  of 
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work  outside  the  normal  working  hours,  including  the 
attendance  of  an  Inspector  at  the  Abattoir  on  almost 
every  Sunday  throughout  the  year.  Meat  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  was  disposed  of  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Ministry’s  Scheme  for  dealing  with 
unsound  meat. 

The  following  details  shew  the  number  of  animals 
killed  and  the  amount  of  meat  condemned: — 

Sows  and 

Bulls  Cows  Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pork  Pigs  Boars 

41  465  1415  813  1463  4724  5511  646 

A total  of  15,078  animals 


BEEF. 

Tons 

Weight 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

11  Cows  (Tuberculosis) 

2 

13 

1 

23 

1 Cow  (Septicaemia) 

4 

3 

13 

3 Cows  (Septic  Peritonitis)  ... 

14 

0 

0 

1 Cow  (Moribund) 

5 

0 

22 

1 Cow  (Septic  Metritis) 

3 

2 

22 

2 Cows  (Septic  Pericarditis)  ... 

10 

2 

8 

1 Cow  (Gangrenous 

Pneumonia) 

5 

0 

24 

7 Steers  (Tuberculosis) 

1 

5 

3 

24 

1 Heifer  (Septic  Pericarditis) 

4 

1 

1 

7 Heifers  (Tuberculosis) 

1 

11 

2 

6 

MUTTON. 

1 Sheep  (Septic  Pericarditis) 

3 

0 

26 

1 Sheep  (Septic  Peritonitis) 

1 

0 

11 

1 Sheep  (Pyaemia) 

1 

0 

0 

1 Sheep  (Moribund) 

1 

0 

22 

VEAL. 

3 Calves  (Tuberculosis) 

1 

1 

1 

3 Calves  (Pyaemia) 

1 

0 

17 

2 Calves  (Septic  Peritonitis) 

1 

2 

24 

PORK. 

4 Sows  (Tuberculosis) 

10 

2 

26 

2 Sows  (Septic  Peritonitis)  ... 

6 

3 

4 

1 Sow  (Pleurisy) 

3 

1 

15 

1 Sow  (Moribund) 

3 

1 

17 

1 Sow  (Septic  Pericarditis)  ... 

2 

1 

18 

1 Sow  (Septic  Metritis) 

2 

2 

9 

1 Sow  (Abscess) 

2 

1 

18 

14  Pigs  (Tuberculosis) 

17 

1 

18 
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PORK — continued. 

Tons 

Weight 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

1 Pigs  (Fevered) 

10 

0 

18 

3 Pigs  (Urinous) 

3 

1 

16 

15  Pigs  (Moribund) 

1 

3 

2 

14 

5 Pigs  (Septic  Peritonitis) 

5 

2 

8 

1 Pig  (Pyaemia) 

2 

23 

1 Pig  (Septicaemia) 

1 

0 

9 

1 Pig  (Erysipelas) 

1 

2 

13 

1 Pig  (Septic  Pericarditis) 

3 

19 

Parts  of  Carcases  and  organs 
condemned  for  various  diseases 

16 

13 

2 

22 

Total  Weight  Condemned 

29 

19 

1 

7 

Percentage  of  animals  condemned  for  Tuberculosis: — 

Sows  and 

Bulls  Cows  Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pork  Pigs  Boars 

0 o/o  2 . 41  o/o  0.490/0  0.86  0/0  0 . 21 0/0  0 0/0  0 . 25  0/0  0.62  0/0 

Percentage  of  animals  condemned  for  all  diseases: — 

Sows  and 

Bulls  Cows  Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pork  Pigs  Boars 

Oo/o  4.380/0  O.490/0  0.930/G  O.550/0  O.O80/0  0.870/0  1.70o/o 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a number  of  visits  were 
made  to  food  shops  and  the  following  articles  of  other 
foods  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 

No.  of  Tins 


Vcge- 

Meat  Fish  tables 

Milk 

Fruit 

Botts. 

Sauce 

Bottled 

Drinks 

Jam  Total 

33  14  54 

1 

19 

4 

3 

5 133 

Amount  in  lbs. 

Vege- 

Meat  Fish  tables 

Milk 

Fruit 

Jam 

Pastries 

Total 

103  3 50 

6 

22\ 

13 

12 

209i 

Knacker’s  Yard. 

One  licence  was 

renewed  in 

respect  of 

premises  in 

the  parish  of  Shotesham  for  the  slaughter  of  animals 
not  intended  for  human  consumption. 

The  premises  were  kept  under  constant  observation 
and  every  effort  was  made  to  ensure  that  the  conditions 
of  the  Court  Order  made  in  1950,  were  observed. 
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Complaints  were  received  from  residents  of  the 
parish  regarding  alleged  nuisances  'arising  from  the 
conveyance  of  waste  matters  from  the  premises,  and 
as  a result  of  action  taken  the  position  was  considerably 
improved.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  persuade  the 
owners  to  remove  their  bi-products  trade  to  other 
more  suitable  premises. 

ICE  CREAM. 

During  the  year  3 additional  Retailers  were  registered 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  mainly  the  pre-packed  product. 

No  premises  were  registered  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream. 

BUILDING  BVE-LAWS  AND  TOWN  PLANNING 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  following  new  dwellings  v/ere  approved  under 
Building  Bye-laws  and  or  Town  Planning: — 

By  the  Local  Authority: 

Parish  Houses  Bungalows 


Arminghall 

...  4 

2 

Barnham  Broom 

— 

2 

Bawburgh 

...  8 

6 

Costessey 

...  72 

— 

East  Carleton 

...  2 

— 

Easton 

— 

6 

Flordon 

— 

4 

Gt.  Melton 

...  2 

■ — 

Hethersett 

...  22 

8 

Hingham 

...  10 

— 

Keswick 

— 

4 

Mulbarton 

...  6 

16 

Newton  Flotman 

— 

14 

Porin  gland 

...  22 

8 

Stoke  Ffoly  Cross 

...  18 

4 

Swardeston 

— 

12 

Trowse 

— 

8 

Wicklewood 

...  6 

— 

172  94 
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By  Private  Enterprise: 

Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Arminghall 

...  2 

1 

Caistor  St.  Edmunds 

...  4 

6 

Costessey 

...  18 

38 

Cringleford 

...  12 

3 

East  Carleton 

— 

1 

Framingham  Earl 

...  1 

— 

Hethersett 

...  4 

1 

Hingham 

— 

2 

Lt.  Melton 

...  1 

— 

Mulbarton 

1 

Ketteringham 

...  4 

— 

Poringland 

...  1 

1 

Shotesham 

...  1 

— 

Swardeston 

— 

1 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

— 

1 

Wicklewood 

...  1 

— 

Wreningham 

— 

1 

49 

57 

Conversions  and  Adaptatio: 

ns: — 

By  the  Local  Authority: 

Hethel 

Hutments 

21 

By  Private  Enterprise: 

Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Hutments 

Bramerton 

1 

— 

— 

Dwellings  completed: — 

By  the  Local  Authority: 

Arminghall 

6 

— 

— 

Costessey 

42 

— 

• 

Easton 

6 

6 

• 

Flordon 

2 

— 

— 

Fiethel 

— 

— 

14 

Mulbarton 

4 

10 

. — 

Saxlingham 

4 

2 

. — 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

6 

— 

• — 

70 


18 


14 
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By  Private  Enterprise: 

Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Hutments 

Bramerton 

— 

2 

— 

Caistor  St.  Edmunds 

2 

1 

- — 

Costessey 

3 

7 

— 

Cringleford 

— 

2 

— 

East  Carleton 

— 

1 

— 

Easton 

— 

1 

■ 

Flordon 

1 

— 

— 

Framingham  Earl 

1 

— 

— 

Hethersett 

2 

1 

■ 

Hingham 

— 

1 

' 

Mulbarton 

— 

1 



Ketteringham 

2 

— - 

— 

Newton  Flotman 

— 

1 

— 

Poringland 

1 

— 

— 

Rockland  St.  Mary 

2 

— 

— 

Shotesham 

1 

— 

' — 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

1 

— 

— 

Swardeston 

1 

— 

- — ■ 

Wicklewood 

— 

1 

— 

'» 

17 

19 

— 

BUILDING  LICENSING. 

Whilst  the  arrangements  continued  under  which 
all  work  o£  repairs  and  improvements,  the  cost  of  which 
amounted  to  over  £100,  had  to  be  licensed  and  neW 
dwellings  were  licensed  in  accordance  with  a fixed) 
Quota,  it  became  apparent,  by  the  middle  of  the  year, 
that  the  position  in  relation  to  materials  and  labour 
had  improved  sufficiently  to  give  hope  for  some  relaxa- 
tion of  control.  In  August,  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  invited  Local  Authorities  to 
submit  particulars  of  all  outstanding  applications  for 
new  dwellings  and  this  resulted  in  the  authorisation  to 
issue  licences  in  the  majority  of  cases.  During  December 
further  Circulars  were  received,  the  main  points  of 
which  were  to  raise  the  free  limit  for  repairs  to  private 
dwellings  to  £500  and  on  “designated  buildings”  to 
£,2000,  and  to  abolish  the  Quota  system  on  new 
dwelling  licences. 
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The  following  figures  give  details  of  the  year’s 
work : — 

Repairs,  Improvements  and  Conversions. 

No.  of  applications  74 

(including  10  of  1951) 

No.  of  applications  trans- 
ferred to  Ministry  of  Works  6 

No.  of  Licences  issued  61  amounting  to*  £26,177 

No.  of  applications  adjourned 
or  refused  3 

No.  pending  4 

Council’s  Yearly  Quota  £24,480 

Licences  issued  by  Ministry 

of  Works  46  amounting  to  £36,172 

(*Special  authorisation  given  by  Ministry  to  exceed  Quota.) 


New  Dwelling  Licences. 

No.  on  Register  at 
1st  January,  1952 

New  dwelling  licences 
granted 

No.  on  Register  at 
31st  December,  1952 


Houses 

Bungalows 

Total 

41 

59 

100 

35 

51 

86 

16 

18 

34 

General. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I would  say  that  the  year 
has  not  been  outstanding  in  any  particular  respect  but 
it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  good  progress  has  been  made 
in  connection  with  water  and  sewerage  services.  The 
outlook  for  new  housing  is  certainly  much  brighter  than 
twelve  months  ago,  but  it  is  regretted  that  no  further 
progress  has  been  made  regarding  Slum  Clearance  and 
the  repair  and  re-conditioning  of  existing  dwellings,  for 
which  purpose  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  is  now  much 
overdue.  The  relaxation  of  licensing  control  points  to 
much  additional  work  in  the  building  field  next  year 
and,  whilst  progress  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
Section  20  Improvement  Grants,  has  been  slow,  there 
are  indications  that  more  advantage  will  be  taken  of 
this  scheme  in  the  near  future. 
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I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, and  the  members  of  the  Council,  for  your  support 
during  the  year  and  I also  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to 
the  members  of  my  staff  for  their  continued  whole 
hearted  co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  J.  BROWNE,  M.R.San.L,  M.S.LA. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Building  Surveyor. 


Council  Offices, 

12,  The  Close,  Norwich. 
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